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A message from the

County Executive

Every year when it is time to put together the annual report, I am amazed how quickly
time goes by – and 2012 was no exception. Transportation took center stage with the
opening of Phase 2 of the Page Extension and renewal by voters of the ½ cent
Transportation Sales Tax by a 77% margin. The County also celebrated the opening of
Towne Park; saw increased development and dropping unemployment numbers;
prepared to welcome sports back to the Family Arena; and, once again, were named one
of the healthiest counties in Missouri. Your County government is working to build a
stronger community and a brighter future, while living within our budget. I am proud to
call St. Charles County my home, and I want to thank our residents for making this
community such an outstanding place to live. I can’t wait to see what 2013 has in store.
Steve Ehlmann
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Getting around is getting easier…
and easier!
As St. Charles County grows, so does the need to
expand our road and highway system. We saw many
great transportation improvements and progress in 2012:
Residents were happy to see Phase 2 of the Page
Avenue Extension open in August 2012 (ribbon cutting
pictured at left). The completion of Phase 2 opened
Route 364 from Harvester Road to Mid Rivers Mall
Drive. The $101 million project was paid for with
federal, state, St. Charles County and city of St. Peters
funds. The extension alleviates traffic, offers quick trip
to I-270 in St. Louis County, and provides residents with
an alternate route during the Blanchette Bridge closure.




The East-West Gateway Council of Governments honored St. Charles County, Cottleville, Dardenne Prairie, Lake
St. Louis, O’Fallon, St. Charles, St. Peters, Weldon Spring and the Missouri Department of Transportation
(MoDOT) with a 2012 Outstanding Local Government Achievement Award. Rather than pursuing individual
projects, County government and municipalities teamed together and sought one large federal grant to cover onefourth of the cost of Phase 3 of the Page Avenue Extension. County Road Board Funds paid for another onefourth, and MoDOT provided the balance to fund the $118.2 million project. Phase 3 construction is scheduled to
start in the spring of 2013 and be completed by November 2014.



Major safety and capacity improvements were made on other County roads:


Gutermuth Road – This $1.85 million project, completed in May, realigned Gutermuth Road to remove 90degree curves, while providing curbing, gutters and sidewalks.



Pitman Hill Road - Phase II – Completed in the summer of 2012, this $1.53 million project included
realignment of the road, adding curb and gutter, shoulders, and sidewalks.



New Salt River Road – Completed in the spring of 2012, this $3.3 million project provided a four-lane road
connecting Highway 370 with Route 79.



Thoele Road – This $1.6 million project, completed in May 2012, widened the road to three lanes, and added
curbs, gutters and sidewalks in a neighborhood that included a school and a couple of churches.



Wilmer Road – Completed in November 2012, this $1.2 million project widened, and added shoulders, between
Peruque Creek and Route N.



With three bridge blasts, residents said goodbye to the westbound Blanchette Bridge in December 2012. A $63
million rehabilitation project is underway on the 54-year-old span, which is expected to reopen in the fall of 2013.



Work continued on Gateway Green Light, another joint effort between the County, its municipalities and
MoDOT. The County-wide traffic signal coordination plan will enable signals to operate in a seamless manner to
expedite travel, and will allow for real-time traffic monitoring for motorists via social media. The system is to be
fully operational in 2014.

All these transportation improvements are possible because of the ½ cent Transportation Sales Tax, which voters
overwhelmingly reauthorized in August 2012. The tax, first enacted in 1985, generates approximately $20 million a
year for road improvement projects.
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Keeping our community safe
In 2012, the St. Charles County Sheriff’s Department used
directed patrols in areas known to be high crime areas. The
department saw a 3% decrease in calls for service, as the total
crimes index for unincorporated and contract areas remained at
14 crimes per thousand, compared to 23 in St. Louis County, 38
in the state, and 85 in the City of St. Louis.
With an increase in traffic grants from 2011-2012 and more
deputies participating in grant-funded overtime, there was a
14% increase in DWI arrests.


As cyber crimes are becoming more common, the Cyber
Crime Unit of the Criminal Investigation Division, which serves
surrounding counties in addition to the County’s municipalities,
experienced a 45% increase in its case load.




As part of its continued the battle on drugs, the department:

* Provided D.A.R.E. classes to 1,800 fifth grade students in
public and parochial schools.
* Conducted a six month investigation with state and federal
agencies through the Neighborhood Directed Patrol Unit to
attack the proliferation of synthetic drugs outlawed by
ordinances passed by the County Council.
* Participated in three Town Hall meetings on heroin in partnership with the National Council on Alcohol and
Drug Abuse and area school districts in an effort to inform and educate parents, students and the general public
about the treatment of heroin addiction.


Metro Air Support, a coordinated effort of St. Charles County, St. Louis County and St. Louis City law
enforcement to provide airborne services in the Greater St. Louis area, received a new MD 500 helicopter (pictured
bottom left) and a grant to install “video downlinks” that can transmit aerial views to enable the air crew to direct
ground resources in apprehending crime suspects, finding lost individuals, assessing traffic, and dealing with
natural disasters.

Progress was also made in 2012 towards finalizing the 12-tower site design for the new County-wide Emergency
Radio Communications System for first responders. Current systems have coverage gaps, are becoming obsolete, are
unable to talk to one another, and are incapable of being modified to meet FCC mandates.

The economy is on the
upswing
While growth in the national, state and regional
economies have been meager, the picture is slightly
better in St. Charles County:
Housing permits County-wide increased by 709
over 2011 (see chart at left).




Commercial, industrial and institutional

development doubled to more than 2.3 million square feet, including a 500,000 square foot expansion the General
Motors Assembly Plant in Wentzville.


The County unemployment rate was at 5.8% for the last several months of 2012, compared to a national rate of
7.5% and a state rate of 7%, approaching the rate before the economic downturn. The number of unemployed
seeking help from the Missouri Career Center, operated by St. Charles County’s Division of Workforce
Development, also dropped to 2,770 from a peak of 13,749 in 2010.



The Missouri Career Center helped 6,062 job seekers obtain employment. Of those hired, 84% retained those jobs
for nine months and had average annual earnings of more than $32,000.

From parks to entertainment,
there’s something for
everybody!
The community enjoyed developments in the
County’s parks and at the Family Arena.
Towne Park, the newest St. Charles County
Park, opened May 11. The 109-acre park features a
reconstructed 1800s historical homestead (pictured
at left); paved and natural-surface trails; a large
fishing pond; a play set and scenic rain gardens;
and the only Certified Nature Explore Classroom in
St. Charles County - a dynamic, nature-based play
and learning space which supports skill development in children by reconnecting them with the outdoors.




The park system now has a total of more than 41 miles of natural-surface and paved trails, including trails created
and expanded by Gateway Off-Road Cyclists (GORC) members and other groups of volunteers on designated
Trail Work Days.



The Family Arena hosted the Missouri Valley Conference women’s basketball tournament, the Moolah Circus,
Mixed Martial Arts and several music concerts. Competition for events has increased since the Family Arena was
built. The venue now must compete with the Chaifetz Arena, Peabody Opera House, Touhill Performing Arts
Center, and the J. Scheidegger Center, as well the Scottrade Center.

Making neighborhoods better…
The County’s Community Development Department and the Community
Assistance Board (CAB) continuously work to strengthen neighborhoods:
The Neighborhood Preservation Division cited 3,510 individual property
cases in an effort to keep property values up.


Using Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding, Community Development staff
completed the purchase and demolition of 27 condemned properties.


The County continues to maintain its current rating with the National Flood
Insurance Program under FEMA, resulting in a 15% decrease in flood insurance
rates in the unincorporated areas.




CDBG funds assisted a total of 60 income-eligible families with up to a
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$5,000 zero interest, 5-year loan for home improvements or
provided transportation assistance to the elderly and residents
with disabilities in the County.
CAB allocated $235,000 from the Homeless Fund, which
served 3,820 people through 10 agencies and $40,000 from the
Indigent Fund, which assisted 9,931 people through 13 agencies.


Citizens and businesses can learn more about St. Charles County
and its neighborhoods through the upgraded GIS Mapping
System (pictured at left) on the County’s website,
www.sccmo.org. The County’s Information Systems Department
released the upgrade in July 2012, which offers easier map navigation, at a faster speed, of base maps, aerial views,
political jurisdictions, zip code zones and more.

…and keeping citizens & their fourlegged friends healthy
We have a healthy community and the credentials to prove it:
For the third consecutive year, a national study ranked
St. Charles County as one of Missouri’s healthiest counties, based
on the community’s health behaviors, clinical care, social and
economic conditions, and physical environment.


The Division of Public Health administered vaccinations to
8,000 residents, including free vaccinations for children whose
families are uninsured.


The Department of Community Health and the Environment
conducted classes for over 14,000 citizens on nutrition, exercise,
hygiene, immunizations, day care, parenting and car seat safety.


Not to forget the health of the County’s furry residents - the
Division of Humane Services found homes for 1,910 pets,
reunited 804 lost pets with their owners and spayed/neutered
164 pets.


St. Charles County’s Recycle Works Centers, located in
Wentzville and St. Charles (pictured at left), diverted 1.79 million
pounds of recycled materials from landfills. The centers are also
the only facilities in the County to accept and recycle household
hazardous waste, like chemicals, automobile fluids, pesticides, and
oil-based paints, during select dates and times.


County Statistics (Courtesy of census.gov)


Population (2012 estimate): 368,666



Median household income 2007-2011: $71,458






Bachelor's degree or higher, percent of
persons age 25+, 2007-2011: 34.5%

Persons below poverty level 2007-2011: 4.9%



Land area in square miles, 2010: 560.44

High school graduate or higher, percent of persons
age 25+, 2007-2011: 92.8%



Persons per square mile, 2010: 643.2

*

Financials

General Revenues (in millions)
Sales Tax & Use Tax





5.5% increase over 2011 due to sales tax as well as
Recorder, Collector and Municipal Court fees
No property tax rate increases since 1999

35.45

Property Tax

0.29

Inter-Governmental

7.20

Fees, Licenses,
& Permits

16.75

Investment Income

0.08

Miscellaneous

1.40

Sales Tax Growth 1993-2012

5.5% growth in 2012

*subject to adjustment

7

St. Charles County Government
is committed to providing exceptional public service
to its citizens through principles of character,
professionalism and conscience.
201 N. Second St. · St. Charles, MO 63301
636.949.7500 · www.sccmo.org

