REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY

Klondike Park

GROWTH
A MESSAGE FROM
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

STEVE
EHLMANN
St. Charles County is a great place to be, and I know that’s true because people keep moving here! Just take a look at the U.S.
Census results below for proof!
With support from the County Council, St. Charles County made it through another year of the pandemic and other tough
challenges. By keeping businesses open, and continuing to promote economic development, St. Charles County’s Gross Retail Sales
increased 14 percent from 2019 to 2021, while others in the region showed negative numbers.
The county’s growth means housing and retail have been on the rise with 2021 totals for housing and commercial construction
permits remaining ahead of the pre-pandemic numbers of 2019. With more federal and state funding, the county is expanding and
improving infrastructure to anticipate even more growth in the future. Residents know how important our roads are, as 72 percent
voted to reauthorize the County’s ½-cent Transportation Sales Tax on April 5. Thank you to all who made certain this funding is
available another 10 years!
Our Parks and Recreation Department is growing as well. This summer, we plan to open Oglesby Park near Wentzville and we’re
adding amenities to some of our existing parks. We continue to look for new opportunities to make certain we have green space to
maintain a healthy community. For the 13th consecutive year, the county is ranked one of the top healthiest in Missouri.
I’m proud to say that, as we have grown, our community continues to remain safe. Crime is down, in part, because our county
and municipal police departments have banded together with the help of Prosecuting Attorney Tim Lohmar to address the issue of
automobile thefts. The County has invested in body cameras for Police, Sheriff and Corrections public safety personnel.
Amid all this growth, we remain dedicated to serving the county’s residents, businesses and visitors with the public services
needed to keep St. Charles County a great place to live, work and play. I hope you’ll read this edition of the County’s IMPACT report,
follow the links for more information, visit our website, and stay informed about what is happening in St. Charles County. It’s a great
place to be!

Prop R Passage Ensures
Infrastructure Funding
Through 2036
Every precinct in St. Charles County approved Prop R for
Roads April 5, 2022, voting to reauthorize the County’s
½-cent Transportation Sales Tax for another 10 years. It
was overwhelmingly approved by nearly 72 percent of
voters. The tax originally was enacted by voters in 1985, and
this is the fourth time it has been reauthorized.
“My sincere thanks to everyone who voted to extend the
County’s ½-cent Transportation Sales Tax,” says St. Charles County
Executive Steve Ehlmann. “Because of the continued support of
our residents, the county has benefitted from more than $1 billion in
public transportation improvements and has built or improved 1,110
miles of St. Charles County roads in the past 36 years.”

Construction at the Muegge Road interchange
and Highway 94

Without this tax, projects like Page Avenue, the Gutermuth Road
Interchange, and the Heritage ramps would not have been completed.
And projects such as David Hoekel Parkway, the Route K/I-70 Interchange,
the Muegge Road Interchange and the widening of Route 94 would not be
underway.

Funds from the County’s ½-cent Transportation Sales
Tax are administered by the St. Charles County Road
Board, a 12-member citizen advisory commission
whose members are appointed by the County
Executive and approved by the County Council.

Funding from the tax has been used for studies on congested areas such as the Wentzville “curve” on I-70 near the interchange
of I-64/I-70 and US 61, and on Route N west of I-64. It’s important that, as St. Charles County continues to grow, infrastructure
improvements keep moving. With funding from this tax, studies can be completed, needs assessed, and improvements
recommended so when additional funding is available from federal and state resources, the County is shovel-ready.
Learn more: sccmo.org/Transportation

Housing and Commercial Permits

Sincerely,

St. Charles County Executive

Census
After data from the 2020 U.S. Census was released, it provided a clear picture of St. Charles County’s growth over the last 10 years.
The Census reports the county’s population at 405,262, an increase of 12.4 percent since 2010. This places St. Charles County as the
third largest county in Missouri behind St. Louis and Jackson counties, a position held since the 2010 Census.
In comparison, St. Louis County grew 0.5 percent in total population (1,004,125), St. Louis City lost 5.5 percent (301,578), and Missouri
overall grew 2.8 percent (6,154,913). St. Charles County’s growth is even more remarkable considering more than half the nation’s
3,143 counties or equivalents lost population from 2010-2020. For more Census data, visit sccmo.org/2020CensusResults.

Keeping pace with population growth, St. Charles County reports year-end totals
for housing and commercial construction permits for 2021 remain ahead of the
pre-pandemic numbers of 2019. Continuing to show the County as a growth leader
in the region and state, total residential permits remained strong: a 17.6 percent
increase over the 2019 numbers and nearly 47 percent higher than just
10 years ago. Single-family construction has been fairly consistent and
strong over the last decade in St. Charles County, but new records were
set in the growth of multi-family in both 2020 and 2021, providing a
wide variety of housing options to residents.
New housing construction was estimated at more than
$658 million, nearly equal to that of 2020 and slightly over
2019. New commercial construction costs in 2021 surpassed
2020 by 22.8 percent, or approximately $30 million.
Prairie Wind subdivision
in Wentzville
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PARKS
25th Anniversary

Indian Camp
Creek Park
2679 Dietrich Road,
Foristell
(603 acres)

St. Charles County residents and visitors have much to celebrate
as the County’s Parks & Recreation Department celebrates its 25th
anniversary this year. As a relatively new parks system, the County has
acquired land for 21 parks since voters approved a local use tax on
out-of-state purchases in 1997. The tax dollars are used for the sole
purpose of park land acquisition, development, operations, and
maintenance. Seventeen of the parks are open, one will open this
summer, and three are in reserve.
Here’s how our system compares to others in the region:

1997

21

4,197

Hackmann
Park
(83 acres)

Towne Park
100 Towne Park Drive,
Foristell
(109 acres)

Riverside Landing Park
101 Riverport Lane,
St. Charles
(8 acres)

Freymuth
Park
(91 acres)

Oglesby Park
Quail Ridge
2949 West Meyer Road,
Park
Foristell
560 Interstate Drive,
(199 acres)
Wentzville
(262 acres)

Year Founded Number of Parks Number of Acres Acres per 1,000
Open
Residents
St. Charles County

Hideaway Harbor Park
1550 Hideaway Harbor Drive,
Portage des Sioux
(49 acres)

Flatwoods Park
2420 Highway Y, O’Fallon
(3 acres)

Brooklynne Schuetz of Wentzville
took home first place in the women’s
category at the Red Bull UCI Pump
Track World Championships Qualifier
hosted at Kinetic Park July 31, 2021.
The BMX and MTB biking competition
returns to Kinetic Park Aug. 6, 2022.

10.35

St. Louis County

1950

73

12,465

12.41

St. Louis City

1812

108

2,956

9.8

Learn more
about our parks:

College Meadows Park
4601 Mid Rivers Mall Drive
(77 acres)

Kinetic Park
7801 Town Square Avenue,
Dardenne Prairie
(25 acres)
Broemmelsiek Park
The Park at New
1795 Highway DD,
Melle Lakes
Defiance
400 Foristell Road,
(495 acres)
New Melle
(420 acres)
Klondike Park*

The Historic Daniel Boone Home
at Lindenwood Park
1868 Highway F, Defiance
(294 acres)

Heritage Museum and Park
1630 Heritage Landing,
St. Peters
(12 acres)
Bangert Island
1704 South River Road, St. Charles
(160 acres)
Veterans Tribute
Park
1031 Kisker Road,
Weldon Spring
(120 acres)

Missouri Bluffs
Park
18 Research Park Circle,
St. Charles
(342 acres)

Spring Bend
Park
(126 acres)

Matson Hill Park
3576 Stub Road,
Defiance
(475 acres)

Klondike Park
4600 Highway 94 South,
Augusta
(250 acres)

Eighteenth Park to Open
St. Charles County’s newest acquisition,
Oglesby Park, is located at 2949 West Meyer
Road near Wentzville. It is in an ideal location
as the county continues to expand westward.
The 199-acre parkland is scheduled to open
this summer with shelters, natural surface
and paved trails, and a playground.

The St. Charles County Council passed a resolution
at its April 11 meeting to recognize Oglesby
and his descendants. More than 25 of Oglesby’s
descendants attended the meeting.
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Oglesby Park has a rich history and is named after one of its early owners,
Benjamin Oglesby. Oglesby was born enslaved in 1825 in Bedford, Va., and was
brought to Missouri in 1837 at the age of 12. He worked on a farm near presentday I-70 and Highway W in the Foristell/Wentzville area. In 1864, at the age of 39,
Oglesby fled captivity and enlisted in the Union Army in St. Charles. His wife and
children remained in captivity while he went through basic training in St. Louis
to eventually fight for their freedom. He was assigned to the 56th United States
Colored Infantry and was honorably discharged in 1865.

Heritage
Museum

Denotes Park in Reserve
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After the Civil War, according to the 1870 census, Oglesby, his wife, Martha and
their six children – Medora, Samuel, Oskar, Bell, Albert, and Charlie – worked on
a farm in Warren County. In 1871, he purchased 146 acres of land in what is now
Foristell. He financed the property through a $2,000 Deed of Trust, paid it off six
years later, and farmed the land for 30 years. His wife died in 1900, and he died in
1901. He is buried in Smith Chapel Cemetery, a mile from his farm. The Oglesby
children owned the property through the 1950s, and descendants of Oglesby
still live in the area.

The first time ever on display, the
exhibit “The American Revolutionary
War” is open and creating
excitement. It is based on the book
“The American Revolutionary War in
the West” by St. Louisan Stephen L.
Kling, Jr., and features rare artifacts,
original documents, uniforms, flags
and interactive components, as well
as exhibits on the history of
St. Charles County during the
Colonial era and the War of 1812.
Admission is free and you won’t
want to miss it!

Plans for the park include moving a 1920s one-room schoolhouse to the
property. Oglesby’s descendants attended school there until it was closed in
the late 1950s. Douglass School, named after abolitionist Frederick Douglass,
is located approximately one mile from Oglesby Park. The schoolhouse will be
disassembled, and all pieces labeled and cataloged to be reconstructed on the
site. The building is approximately 15’ x 30’ and will be open for public viewing.

In 2021, St. Charles County received a land donation from resident Mark Keeven that is key to completing the Dardenne Greenway.
Keeven’s donation of 11.13 acres includes a lake and is located on Highway K, bordered by Lou Fusz properties and adjacent to the
O’Fallon Sports Park. The land is part of a 2.2-mile stretch that is needed to complete a 17-mile portion of the Greenway between
I-64 and I-70. The Dardenne Greenway is one of many greenways in the region overseen by Great Rivers Greenway, which is
working to connect communities together through parks, trails, and open spaces. Learn more: greatriversgreenway.org
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Since 2007, total park acreage has nearly doubled, from 2,452 acres in 2007, to 4,197 acres 14 years later. This
represents a 71 percent growth from 2015 levels.
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UPDATES

SAFETY
Auto Theft Task Force
Countywide
Vehicle Thefts

Increase/decrease
from previous year

2020

+64.16%

2021

-15.03%

January-April
2021 vs. 2022

-41.76%

St. Charles County Police Chief Kurt Frisz and Prosecuting Attorney Tim Lohmar are
working with police chiefs across the county to arrest and prosecute those who
break into and/or steal vehicles in the county. Started in
2021 after an uptick in these crimes, the Auto Theft Task
Force also has been working with the St. Louis County
and Maryland Heights police departments to run identical
operations in conjunction with St. Charles County.
As of May 1, 2022, 188 arrests have been made by the
St. Charles County Task Force and the effort is having an
extremely effective outcome, as indicated by the chart
at left.

St. Charles County Crime Stats
2020

2021

% Difference

Burglary

485

337

-30.52%

Motor Vehicle Theft

632

539

-14.72%

Fraud

1,344

1,033

-23.14%

Arson

16

13

-18.75%

Larceny (theft)

4,295

3,293

-23.33%

Violent Crime

764

692

-9.42%

Murder

5

5

0.00%

Aggravated Assault

579

518

-10.54%

Robbery

62

57

-8.06%

Sexual Assault

118

112

-5.08%

Firearm-Related
Crimes

391

382

-2.3%

Hate Crimes

3

3

0.00%

*Missouri Highway Patrol Uniform Crime Reporting (MIBRS)

Critical Incident
Response Team

Body Cameras
St. Charles County police officers, sheriff’s deputies and
corrections officers now wear body
cameras for protection and to assist
in putting situations in context for
the public. Officers are required by
policy to activate cameras when
engaging with others. The system
also includes forward and rearfacing cameras and routers for law
enforcement vehicles. Learn more:
sccmo.org/BodyCameras

Emergency Vehicle Priority
In coordination with the County’s Gateway Green Light system,
emergency vehicle priority technology is being deployed
throughout the county to provide a green light priority to
approaching emergency vehicles, when safe to do so. This
allows first responders answering an emergency call to
reach their destination more quickly and safely. This project
includes upgrades to 351 signals, 65 fire and rescue trucks,
60 ambulances and 75 County police vehicles.
St. Charles County is leading the way and is the first county in
the state to provide countywide emergency vehicle priority.
About 80 percent of the $800,000 cost of the project is provided
by federal funds; the remaining amount is supplied by the
County’s ½-cent Transportation Sales Tax.
Learn more: sccmo.org/SmartInfrastructure

A St. Charles County Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT), involving all police departments in the county, has been formed to
provide independent investigations of officer-involved shootings and other crimes when needed. Each department in the county
has assigned investigators to the team to take a new, impartial approach to these cases as they occur. Members of the CIRT
participate in special investigations training and are only activated if their department is not involved with the incident being
investigated. St. Charles County is the first in the area to enact a CIRT.
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COVID Report
Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic, the St. Charles County
Department of Public Health hosted
179 community vaccination events
and administered 85,452 vaccines
and 10,054 tests. St. Charles County
has the third highest vaccine
completion rate in the state with
65.1 percent.

Percentage of
Population

St. Charles County St. Louis County St. Louis City Missouri

Cases

19%

21%

15%

23%

Hospitalizations*

0.54%

0.66%

0.71%

0.77%

Deaths

0.23%

0.33%

0.25%

0.33%

*Estimated percent of population hospitalized through March 2021. Hospitalization data is no longer available.

Tornado Response
After a tornado and severe storms ripped through the Defiance area Dec. 10, 2021, seven
local fire departments, St. Charles County Ambulance District, the County’s Regional
Emergency Management, Emergency Communications and Highway Department,
along with the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT), Missouri State Highway
Patrol, Red Cross, AmeriCorps, Ameren, Cuivre River Electric and residents, joined
together to respond to recovery efforts. During the storm, three people were injured,
one fatally. Estimated damages totaled more than $3.4 million, according to assessments
completed by County inspectors.

911 Dispatch
The St. Charles County Department of
Emergency Communications provides
dispatching services for all fire and
EMS agencies within St. Charles County
as well as three law enforcement
agencies: the St. Charles County
Police Department, St. Charles County
Sheriff’s Department, and St. Charles
County Department of Corrections.
Approximately 50 percent of all calls are
answered by or transferred to St. Charles
County Emergency Communications
dispatchers.

2019

2020

2021
Gump, one of the animals adopted
through the Pet Adoption Center

Number of
Answered
Calls

130,910

128,928

137,807

Average
Answer Time

3.6
seconds

3.6
seconds

3.6
seconds

Answered
within 10
seconds
(goal is 95%)

98.8%

98.9%

98.8%

% of
Wireless
Calls

84.2%

85.3%

85.8%

Pet Adoption Center
From dogs, puppies, cats and kittens to
bunnies, pigs, birds and reptiles, the
St. Charles County Pet Adoption Center
has a pet for almost any animal lover.
In 2021, 1,768 animals were adopted and
1,588 animals were fostered through the
Pet Adoption Center.
Learn more: sccmo.org/Pets

Opioid Efforts
St. Charles County will receive a gross allocation of $19.6 million in a nationwide settlement of lawsuits against companies that
manufactured and distributed opioids. Once final, this community-led effort will secure billions of dollars in opioid epidemic relief
resources nationwide, of which Missouri and its counties and cities will receive hundreds of millions of dollars over the next 18 years.
Statistics from the Office of the Regional Medical Examiner show there were 426 opiate-related deaths in St. Charles County from
2017-2020. The opioid epidemic has cost taxpayers millions through increases in jail population and related costs; opioid-related
crime including patrolling and overtime; NARCAN funding; 911 calls; and the number of cases in the Prosecuting Attorney’s office.
The St. Charles County Department of Public Health (SCCDPH) recently launched recoveryscc.org, an online substance use disorder
community resource guide. The website provides resources to aid those affected by substance use disorder, and information
about the impact of the opioid epidemic in the county. Recovery SCC is part of an ongoing effort by the SCCDPH to raise
awareness and reduce the rate of opioid use in the county and beyond.
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ELECTED
SCOTT SHIPMAN
Assessor

MICHELLE MCBRIDE
Collector of Revenue

FFICIALS
KURT BAHR
Director of Elections

TIM LOHMAR
Prosecuting Attorney

COUNTY C UNCIL
JOE CRONIN
District 1

JOE BRAZIL
District 2

MIKE ELAM
District 3

TERRY HOLLANDER
District 5

NANCY SCHNEIDER
District 6

JOHN WHITE
District 7

MARY DEMPSEY
Recorder of Deeds

SCOTT LEWIS
Sheriff

To contact a Council member, call 636-949-7530
or email council@sccmo.org.

DAVE HAMMOND
District 4

