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ST. CHARLES COUNTY A STEP CLOSER TO ELIMINATING EMISSIONS TESTING
ST. CHARLES COUNTY, MO – St. Charles County is a step closer to eliminating emissions testing for county automobile
owners. The Missouri Air Conservation Commission (MACC) Thursday voted to redesignate the St. Louis Metro area from
a non-attainment to attainment area and approved the state’s maintenance plan for continued compliance.
St. Charles County Executive Steve Ehlmann met with Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) staff and
provided testimony on behalf of this effort. The East-West Gateway Council of Governments (EWGCOG) Board of
Directors, of which Ehlmann is a member, has expressed its strong support of the redesignation as well. Ehlmann is
hopeful for EPA approval, but has not been given a definite timeframe when that might occur.
“We’ve been waiting for this redesignation and are grateful to the MACC for its decision,” Ehlmann says. “Our clean air
monitors are, and have been, in compliance with the 2015 ozone standard, and the MDNR has met all the EPA
requirements in the federal Clean Air Act. Our residents need to be free of this unnecessary expense.”
Emissions testing resulted from a program established in 1984 by the state to meet EPA national air quality standards. In
Missouri, residents living in nonattainment areas are required to get emissions testing to license their vehicles.
The next step is for the EPA to approve both the attainment status and the maintenance plan in order for the state to
move forward on eliminating the vehicle emissions testing requirement for residents in the St. Louis area.
“This has been a long process and it’s not over yet,” Ehlmann says, “but we continue to bring it to the forefront of those
who make the decisions.”
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About St. Charles County:
St. Charles County, Missouri, founded in 1812, is one of the fastest growing counties in Missouri. With a population of 405,262, is it
the state’s third largest county. It is home to 21 scenic county parks of which four are in reserve, encompassing 4,151 acres.
With one of the largest economies in the state, St. Charles County is home to multinational companies including General Motors, Citi,
MasterCard Worldwide and Boeing. It is ranked among the top 25 counties in the nation in high-tech job growth by the Progressive
Policy Institute and consistently has the lowest unemployment rate in the Metropolitan St. Louis area.
St. Charles County Government has more than 1,170 employees in more than 30 departments and offices who work to make the
county an excellent place to live, work and shop. For more information, please visit sccmo.org.
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